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THE USUAL ETL STUFF
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ETL project setup effort

ETL Maintenance

Too much time figuring out where

Cumbersome process chaining

Hard to modify the ETL process/flow

No easy way to schedule

COMMON PROBLEMS
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Scheduling

Alerts

Execution parameters

Execution variables

Dependencies

History

COMMON NEEDS



sETLer
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ETL chaining

ETL scheduling

ETL dependency configuration

Dynamic ETL Loading

Configurable

Per-project context

WHAT?



CONCEPTS
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Global

Stored in a pre-defined database schema

(name, value)

Example: table names, last execution time, ...

Runtime

Passed as command line arguments

Named parameters

Computed in the etl process/script

Example: start and end processing dates

Should be available for all the processes to use freely!

PARAMETERS/VARIABLES
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ETL entry point

Sets up the ETL process

Parameters

Variables

Command line options

Dependency checking stage

Checkpoints

Contains the calls for the ETL processes

... Coming up next.

Examples: Daily aggregates load, Monthly fact tables 
loading, ...

CHAIN
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CHAIN PDI EXAMPLE
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Independent ETL process

Must be self contained
Can be ran independently

Should (!) contain well defined processing stages
Extraction, Transformation, Loading, Cleansing, ...

Used on the chains

Can contain sub-checkpoints

Examples: Revenue Fact Table load, Customer dimension 
load, ...

LOADER
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LOADER PDI EXAMPLE
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ETL stage where you can resume from

Staging area load, data transformation, ...

Mapped as PDI named parameters

Passed through the commandline

Easy to remember

Easy to document (with kettle cookbook!)

Example: 

./kitchen.sh param:extract.staging=n param:transform.data=y

CHECKPOINTS
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Batch/Shell script templates

Maintain per-project context

KETTLE_HOME

PDI installation location

Cron safe

Variable memory job/transformation alocation

SCHEDULING
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THE BIG PICTURE
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Publicly available

Define templating for the usual ETL phases

Lookups, extraction, ...

Merge with KFF?

... Whatever... !

THE FUTURE



BUT WAIT
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WHAT IF YOU COULD INCLUDE YOUR REPORTS?
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AND PREVIEW THEM...
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... AND VISUALIZE THEM!
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Still in a very early development phase

Will be available as open-source

CONFLUENCE REPORTING PLUGIN


